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while  lowering  tax  rates  for  a majority  of  homeowner

subsequent  emails  allegedly  show  Levy  admitting  he  was  still  "trying  to

figure  out"  whether  the  existing  Police  and  Fire  Retirement  System  (PFRS)

obligation  would  actually  decrease  or  expire,  which  was  apparently  the

premise  behind  the  "tax  reduction"  claim.

.."  I am  trying  to  figure  out  if  it  will  decrease  next  year."

He  further  acknowledged  needing  additional  assessment  data  to  determine:  "how

many  people  would  end  up  paying  more  under  the  Measure  E flat  tax  proposaU'  This  is

significant  because  Measure  E itse(f  imposes  a new  parcel  tax  estimated  at

approximately$192annuallyfornineyears,  reportedlyraisingabout$34million  per

year.  dece!ve  VOterS

6x  faster  than  inflation  over  twenty  years.

Yet  the  city  has  failed  to keep the staffing  and service  promises made in

three  of  the  last  four  parcel  tax measures.  Vqters now face Measure E

a proposal  to  add  yet  another  flat-rate  parcel  tax on top of the existing



Only  35o/o of  Oakland's  rental  housing  is fully  covered  by  local  rent

control.  A 2025  Federal  Reserve  Bank  of  Philadelphia  study  using

comprehensive  data  from  neighboring  Berkeley  found  landlords

pass  through  $0.50  to $0.89  of every  $1 in property  tax  increases  to

newtenants.

A February  2026  report  by  the  City  Administrator  examined  2'l voter-

approved  measures  and  acknowledged  failure  to meet  minimum

staffing  or  service  requirements  in seven  of  them  -  including

Measures  NN  (2024),  C (2022),  and  Q (2020)

ervice

level  requirements  promised  to  voters  in three  of  the  last  four

parcel  tax  measures.

6 Total  city  spending  nearly  doubled  over  the  past  20 years  to $1.69  billion  in fiscal

year  2025,  while  the  city's  measured  service  outcomes  have  stagnated  or  declined.
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